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UT VITAM HABEANT

May 22, 2020
To all the faithful of the diocese of Prince Albert,

As you know, Saskatchewan entered Phase 2 of the provincial re-opening plan on May 19. Therefore,
the time has come to provide further direction on the loosening of restrictions and implications for the
diocese of Prince Albert. We are all anxious to get back to normal living, but we have to accept it will
be a very long time, if ever, before things return to normal. As a result, we will have to be cautious in
our implementation. We do not want to return to lockdown again.

With this letter, be advised that celebrating the Eucharist, sacraments, and other forms of ministry will
continue in most cases as previously shared in the letters from March 2020, with new additions as
indicated in this document. However, the decision to include the additions is to be guided by the
ability of the priest and parish to follow and implement the mandatory Covid-19 Directives from the
Saskatchewan Government and Health Authority and by fulfilling the guidelines of the diocese.

MANDATORY COVID-19 DIRECTIVES FROM GOVERNMENT AND HEALTH AUTHORITY
The following applies to churches:

Gatherings

The province’s chief medical health officer and health authorities strongly discourage gatherings of
more than 10. Gatherings that would require more than 10 must use telephone or video conferencing.
Where a gathering of 10 or less must take place in person, physical distancing of 2 meters between

participants must be maintained, participants should limit their contact with surfaces near them, and
all surfaces should be sanitized when the gathering ends.

Self-Isolation Requirements and Churches

Persons who have traveled internationally must self-isolate for 14 days before entering church
buildings or attending in-person meetings. Persons showing symptoms associated with COVID-19
(cough, fever, difficulty breathing) must self isolate for 14 days and be fully symptom-free before
entering church buildings or attending in person meetings. Persons having had contact or living with
an individual testing positive for COVID-19 must self isolate for 14 days before entering church
buildings or attending in-person meetings.

Visits to Hospitals and Care Facilities

Visits to hospitals and care facilities are limited to family and only for compassionate reasons. Access
for pastors may be different in each facility. Contact the particular facility to inquire about their
policies before making a visit. If allowed to enter when called for urgent Anointing of the Sick,
pastors must abide by all sanitization protocols required by the facility they are visiting.
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COVID-19 GUIDELINES OF THE DIOCESE OF PRINCE ALBERT

Cleaning and Disinfection of Facilities
All gatherings, celebrations, and meetings must use proper cleaning, disinfection and general
precaution considerations related to Covid-19. For this purpose, please review the attached document
from the Saskatchewan Government, “Covid-19 Environment Cleaning and Disinfection —
Information for Public Facilities and abide by the following recommendations of the diocese:
1. Hand sanitizer must be available upon entrance of building and room.
2. The area of use, pew, chair, railing, and/or table, must be wiped with disinfectant before and
after each use.
¢ Use disinfectant wipes or when using disinfectant spray, use disposable paper towels for
cleaning. Containers for this waste are to be easily accessible and emptied regularly.

Safe Practices

1. Social distancing practice of at least two meters or six feet, must be adhered to at all times.
Members of the same household excluded.

2. If you are 65 or over, or have particular health conditions, you are considered a vulnerable
person. Please be aware that even with all precautions in place, there remains a risk for anyone
who attends celebrations or meetings, as the building or meeting room is considered a public
place. These considerations must also be respected for the possible vulnerability of the priest
as well. Let us be prudent.

3. When attending a gathering indoors, you must register upon your arrival. Registration sheet
must include printed name, phone number or email address. Remember to bring your own
pen.

4. Public Restrooms: It is recommended that public restrooms are not opened. If the washroom is
to be used, the doorknobs and whatever is touched and used is to be disinfected when entering
and leaving.

5. The use of mask may be recommended. You may wear a mask if you wish.

Celebrating the Eucharist

1. Dispensation from the Sunday obligation will continue. No one is required to attend the
Eucharist. Diocesan live streamed Eucharist will continue every Sunday for those remaining at

home.

2. Eucharistic celebrations may resume with attendance limited to the directive of the
Saskatchewan Government. At this time, it is a maximum of 10 persons. This includes the
priest. A plan for seating will be provided by the parish.

3. The Cleaning and Disinfection of the Facility and Safe Practices are to be followed.

4. The person opening the building is responsible for making the attending members aware of
recommendations for participation.

5. Liturgical Changes will occur.

e Holy Water will not be available in the church. However, if you bring your own jar of
water, the pastor can offer the blessing.
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e Giving and Receiving Communion: Wine will not be offered at this time. Receiving the
host 1s recommended only in the hand. The priest will bring the communion to the
individual. If the host is received on the tongue, the priest is to wear a mask and is to
disinfect his hands after each person.

e Offerings: A basket is not to be passed around and touched by everyone. Make available
a basket that contributors can approach and leave offerings without contact.

e Altar Servers are not to serve at this time.

Offices, Camps, and other Diocesan Organizations
1. It is recommended that all parish offices, camps, and other diocesan organizations be closed to
the public.
2. If employees are present in the office, the Cleaning and Disinfection of the Facility and Safe
Practices are to be followed.

3. Where possible, it would be appreciated if staff can be provided with the ability to work from
home.

Adoration or Prayer

1. The Cleaning and Disinfection of the Facility and Safe Practices are to be followed.

2. The churches may continue to offer an open church for a couple of hours a day for prayer. E.g.
10:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.

Baptism
1. The Cleaning and Disinfection of the Facility and Safe Practices are to be followed.
2. Children are vulnerable to the virus.
3. The pastor is to wear plastic gloves for the anointing.
4. The pastor could wear a mask.
5. Clean water must be used for each baptism

Confirmation and First Communion
This information will be announced at a later date

Reconciliation

1. It is recommended that priest and penitent remain standing during confession, respecting
social distancing. Therefore, it is encouraged that the confession take place in a larger room.
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2. If they are not able to stand, the Cleaning and Disinfection of the Facility and Safe Practices
are to be followed.

Funerals
1. Funeral homes have governmental regulations to comply with and are to be followed.
2. Ifin the church building, the Cleaning and Disinfection of the Facility and Safe Practices are
to be followed.
3. At the cemetery, Safe Practices are to be followed.

Weddings
1. The Cleaning and Disinfection of the Facility and Safe Practices are to be followed.
2. The couple may stand together and those of the same household.

My gratitude for your patience and understanding. The regulations have been as difficult for me as I
am sure they have been for you.

Sincerely Yours in Christ,

fﬂ.//,/’/f{#? 14

Most Rev. Albert Thévenot, M. Afr.
Bishop of Prince Albert
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