April 19, 2020

Second Sunday of Easter
(Sunday of Divine Mercy) (A)
Acts 2:42-47

1Pt 1:3-9

Jn 20:19-31

[ Doubt It

kepticism is a characteristic of a critical mind. Some claims are just too fantastic to trust: no salve can
relieve you of all pain; no investment is certain to double your money; no politician can keep all promises;
no one comes back from the dead. Who of us can fault Thomas for his initial skepticism?

Thomas has been known through history as “the doubter.” However, he might be considered the patron saint
of all of us. Because of his absence when Jesus stood in the midst of the community, Thomas was expected to
believe on the word of others. Like Thomas, we are torn between believing because of an experience of Jesus,
and believing on the word of others. We all would prefer a direct, profound experience. However, that’s not what

we’re offered.

But within the community we can indirectly experience Jesus—his goodness, his unselfish service to others,

his desire to bring people together in peace and
harmony. The first reading provides a glimpse
of such a believing community devoted to “the
teaching of the apostles and to the communal life,
to the breaking of the bread and to the prayers”
(Acts 2:42). Like our patron Thomas, we might
be skeptical at first, but it is within a family or
community of kindness and generosity that we can
have our own experience of the risen Jesus.

—S8r. Dianne Bergant, CSA
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* Where in your family do you experience devotion
to others, forgiveness, and courage?
Where do you bring these attitudes?

* How might you strengthen the bonds of your
community so that others can recognize the
presence of the risen Jesus?

Jesus said to [Thomas],
“Have you come to believe
because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have

not seen and have believed.” ¥ ===
JOHN 20:29 2
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Parish Secretary

Fastor Francine Allen: 306-921-3310 Pastoral Council Chair

Rev. George Canto
Phone: 306-275-2043
Cell Phone: 306-921-5005

St. Brieux Parish Office Hours

Fr. George - is available through the week during this
time. Please contact him by using his cell phone number if
immediate assistance is needed. Fr. George is checking
the parish voicemail.

Francine - No formal office hours during this time. I am
checking the parish email and can be reached on my cell
phone should it be necessary. A bulletin will be made
available every week on our website and any other
information as it becomes available. Items for the bulletin
are still welcome. They can be sent to the parish email
before Wednesday at 4:00 p.m. Thanks in advance!

ST. BRIEUX PARISH MISSION STATEMENT

“As a community of faith in St. Brieux, we wish to provide
all parishioners — especially the youth — the opportunity to
discover their inner spirit and strength through liturgical
participation. By sharing our talents and knowledge with
each other, we become more like Christ.”

EVENTS THIS WEEK & UPCOMING EVENTS
All events cancelled or postponed. As information is
available it will be posted on the parish website:
stbrieuxparish.ca

April 19, 2020 - Divine Mercy Sunday - Divine Mercy
Chaplet at 3:00 pm followed by the Second Sunday of
Easter Mass/ live-streamed on Facebook and later that day
at www.padiocese.ca

Our Prayer for the Week:

God of Peace, calm our fears with your presence and send
us forth into a world longing for your peace. In the midst
of uncertainty and doubt, may we be bearers of peace
above all else. Amen. Alleluia!

Bradley Merkosky: 306-864-7814
Finance Chair
Mark Powalinsky: 306-864-2587

Prayer of the Faithful: For peace in the midst of
our fear, and the generosity to share it with others,
we pray to the Lord.

Stewawrdship: Divine Mercy Sunday

“Jesus came and stood among them and said to them,
‘Peace be with you.’” (John 20:19)

Are you good at making people feel welcome? When you
meet someone new, like a new neighbor, a new work
colleague or a new parishioner, do you make them feel at
home? Many of us can probably do a much better job at
this. When we make people feel welcome, we make them
feel like they are included instead of being excluded. We
are made for relationships — with God and each other. A

simple “hello” and a smile goes a long way.
http://archstl.org/stewardship/page/bulletin-inserts

Vocation Corner: Divine Mercy Sunday — Year A

A Vocation View: It is only through people like you that
others will be able to say: "We have seen the Lord." With
the resurrection to empower you and with Jesus to lure
you, you too can inspire others who have not seen to
believe.

Prayer: For all our priests, deacons, sisters and brothers
whom God has sent in the name of Jesus to serve the
people of our diocese, that they will be blessed with
continued faithfulness to Him and inspire many more to
consider a vocation to consecrated life and ordained
ministry, we pray to the Lord.

Action: THE LOVING ENVIRONMENT of a family
draws forth an individual’s greatest talents and gifts.
We’ve come to realize that creating an atmosphere in
which children can hear the Lord’s call is one of the most
significant responsibilities resting on our shoulders as
parents. Our own lives must reflect the presence of God,
His Word, and the love He offers His people.


mailto:rcparish.stbrieux@sasktel.net
https://padiocese.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8dcd6923c087977dc01c880a4&id=50699a884a&e=31723d5d17

March 19, 2020
Finance Committee Update

These are unsettling times as we deal with both economic and social impacts from Covid-19 as well as eco-
nomic ramifications from the oil price wars. Individuals and families are suffering from the worries of health
and possible loss of employment.

As you may have heard yesterday our provincial government has declared a state of emergency which limits
gathering to less than 50 persons. Having considered this development our diocese has cancelled Masses for
the foreseeable future.

At present, notice of cancellations and resumption of services will be placed on the parish website and on the
notice board by the church.

The parish has also discussed gathering email addresses and cell numbers to be able to more quickly and better
serve the needs of parishioners. This information is strictly on an “if you wish basis”. If you have not been
contacted, information will be placed at the entrance of the church, when services resume allowing you to give
your contact information to the parish.

Another area we wish to improve on is less paper usage and making an effort to photocopy less. With this in
mind, we plan on putting more updates on the website and perhaps a group email mailout once we have
enough email addresses.

We have a small number of parishioners who either use monthly or weekly automatic withdrawals to make
their donations to the parish. The Finance Committee is developing a plan to make this more accessible for
those who wish to donate in this manner. There are a few reasons for this; less paper is one, another is that we
feel donations would be more regular. We are a mobile people who either work, visit family or go on vacation.
The result being many times we forget our offering until we return home. Unfortunately power and energy
bills and salaries continue every week and still need to be paid.

When services resume we will provide more information on availing ourselves of this option. As to the current
situation, if we go 3 or 4 weeks without Mass and as a result no Sunday offering we could find ourselves in a
dire situation.

The parish i1s always appreciative of any and all offerings and the effort which is made to make it happen. In
this time of abnormality we ask that if you desire to make an offering that it mailed to the parish at:

St. Brieux Parish
P.O.Box 370
St. Brieux, SK SOK 3V0

The parish thanks everyone and Fr. George Canto for all their efforts during this tumultuous period in our
lives.

Let us remember as these winds of worry, fear, and uncertainty challenge us to pray for each other and our
community!



Charity gives life to all the virtues.
-St. Catherine of Siena

Until further notice, the Pastoral Centre is
closed to the public.

For inquiries we encourage you to phone or
email your request to the appropriate
person or leave a message with the
reception desk. Messages will be checked
throughout the day.

May God Bless, and keep you and your families
safe.

URGENT! Email and Cell Numbers: In this time of
uncertainty, help us to help you! The Parish is having a
very hard time to contact people who have given up
landlines and gone to cell phones. If you have an email
address or a cell number please send this information to
the parish email account. In this situation where we are
asked to social distance, this is the best way to get in
touch.

NOW MORE THAN EVER! WE NEED PRAYER!
Pray It Forward Prayer Group: St. Brieux Parish has a
group of people who have made it their ministry to pray
for you and others. Since this group has come together,
they have prayed almost daily for special requests that
have been received. Intercessory Prayer Requests can be
submitted either anonymously or with information by
contacting Terry Valmont (by text or call) on her cell at
306-920-8771.

Join Pope Francis in Praver Every Day
www.clicktopray.org: If you would like to join Pope
Francis in prayer every day, now there is an app to make it
easy: ‘Click to Pray.” You can find it in the App Store on
your mobile phone.

SALT + LIGHT TV : Canada’s Catholic television
network. We strive to provide a variety of live event
coverage, masses and devotions, as well as programs and
documentaries that focus on spreading the joy of the
Gospel message and the light of Christ to the world. You
can subscribe to Salt + Light TV from cable and satellite
carriers throughout Canada. Check your local provider or
visit www.saltandlighttv.org/subscribe for more details.
We broadcast the following Masses in English:

1. The Daily Mass is offered 4 times a day, Monday to
Saturday and twice on Sunday.

2. Daily Papal Mass celebrated by Pope Francis from Casa
Santa Marta airs daily at 9:30 a.m. ET. Also you can
livestream this Mass daily on Salt + Light Media Face-
book Live.

DYNAMIC CATHOLIC—Matthew Kelly

Matthew Kelly has sent an invitation to everyone to take
advantage of the materials and make Holy Moments with
your kids and family. (Please note that there may be a cost
for some of these programs)

1. For the Kids: (FREE) Their entire Blessed series is
available online for free! You can sign up for a guided
walk-through of the program. 84 episodes of this program
are available.

2. For Spouses: Take your Marriage to the Next Level.
72 segments from their BETTER TOGETHER Marriage
Enrichment Inventory with tips, encouragement and wis-
dom from a panel of incredible speakers.

3. For Parents: Start Dreaming for Your Family. Wheth-
er your family is just starting out or you’ve been a parent
for 15 years, their STARTING POINT Parenting Prepara-
tion Inventory is the best online tool to get parents talking
about their dreams for their families.

5. Rediscover the Genius of Catholicism: Originally
DECISION POINT as a confirmation program, but it’s
actually great for anyone and everyone. With 72 free
streaming video segments, you’ll find tons of practical
and inspiring messages from Matthew Kelly as he talks
about the best way to live.

6. Start a New Daily Reflection Program: They have
hundreds of archived reflections from past programs. You
can go through past programs. You can go through
reflections as a family or by yourself.

7. Prayer the Rosary! The rosary is a powerful prayer.
It settles our hearts and minds. It puts things in perspec-
tive and allows us to see things as they really are. To put
it simply: it just works. And, right now, the world needs
some prayers!

8. Go Deeper with Excellent Study Guides: Experience
your favourite Dynamic Catholic books at a whole new
level. Download the study guide for yourself, for your
family.

9. Enjoy Everyday Encouragement and Inspiration:
They have dozens of articles written, just for you and your
family, broken down into helpful categories (including
work and career, marriage and sexuality, and money mat-
ters!) Find advice, encouragement and inspiration de-
signed to help you live your best life.


https://padiocese.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8dcd6923c087977dc01c880a4&id=7d7b60c344&e=31723d5d17

“Celebrate Christ”

From Mass to Missiton:
“Disciples who Love”

2" Sunday of Easter, 2020

ALLELU Al

CHRliT IS ALIVE!

Food for Thought:

Stages of Evangelization (Taken from “On Good Soil”):

Missionary Activity is directed towards non-believers and those who live in
religious indifference. Missionary activity introduces individuals to the
person of Jesus Christ through his Body, the Church. Christian witness,
dialogue and presence in charity characterize this stage of evangelization.
Christians bear witness as disciples of Jesus in their everyday activities.
Catechetical Activity is directed to those who respond with interest to the
Gospel and have experienced a call to conversion in faith, to those who
need to complete their initiation, and to some who are returning to full

participation after a long absence. Initiatory catechetical activity provides
deeper formation into Christian life so that the person is not only
introduced to Jesus but also encounters Him in a person way.

Pastoral Activity is directed towards the Christian faithful who are mature
in faith, but who seek support, nurture and apostolic engagement. Here
we take as our model the period of post-baptismal mystagogy, a catechesis
that continues with the newly baptized neophytes and leads them ever
more deeply through the mysteries of faith, particularly the Eucharist.

Ongoing conversion is the rhythm of our lives; every adult Christian
experiences it and is called toit. (pages 44, 46 &48)

Family Challenge

Often in Canada during our Eucharistic
Celebrations it has become more common to recite
the Apostles Creed instead of the Nicene.
Together as a family find a time during the week
that you could pray the Nicene Creed together.

Reflection on the Scriptures
you heard today:

Acts 2: 42 -47

1 Peter 1: 3-9

John 20:19-31

Easter Needs a Follow-Up:
Important happenings need a
follow-up. Their greatness is too
rich and too overwhelming for us
to absorb all at once. Time and
reflection are needed to sound
their depth.

This applies to Easter above all.
Christ’s resurrection was the most
dramatic and life-changing event
ever. Its profound implications
dawned upon Christians only by
degrees.

Most early Christians had not seen
the risen Christ. They were in
much the same position as we are.
So John uses the story of Thomas
to assure them and us that Jesus
indeed is truly risen. Jesus says to
them, and to us, “Blessed are
those who have not seen and yet
have come to believe.”

Thus Easter is the richest possible
resource for reflection on what
human life is all about. If we
respond to it, it can change our
lives as radically as it did the lives
of the first Christians.

(Taken from “Preparing for Sunday:
Exploring the Readings for Year A” by J.E.
Spicer, CSsR)



Closing Rites

The concluding rite, whose primary elements are the priest’s blessing and the dismissal, exhorts the faithful
to derive fruits from the celebration by going forth to serve one another and all who live in the world.

Taken from “The Mystery of Faith” p. 130

The Concluding Rite reminds us of our common Christian mission to go into the world to spread the good news of
salvation. What we have celebrated ritually in the eucharist now must be lived in the ordinary time of our lives. Christ
desires not only to transform the bread and wine but also us and our world into a suitable offering to God the Father.

Through the dialogue of dismissal between the priest and ourselves, we are sent back into our daily lives to live
according to Jesus’ example and reorder the world according to his guidelines.
(Frequently asked questions about the Mass, Steve Mueller)

Bible Quote!

“You are the salt of the earth; but
if salt has lost its taste, how can its
saltiness be restored? It is no
longer good for anything, but is
thrown out and trampled under
foot. You are the light of the world.
A city built on a hill cannot be
hidden. No one after lighting a
lamp puts it under the bushel
basket, but on the lampstand, and
gives light to allin the house. In the
same way, let your light shine
before human beings, so that they
may see your good works and give
glory to your Father in heaven.”

Matthew 5: 13-16
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MISSIONARIES
AT WORK

The Church and Mission
Following Jesus means much more than praying and leading a decent life.
Every Catholic is called to share the good news with those near and far.
Catholics have a long history of evangelizing others by preaching and serving
others, especially the poor.

Match the Type of Mission with the definition...

Foreign Mission **The task Jesus gave the church to teach all nations what
he had taught them.

Evangelization **Missionary projects that are located in the same country
the missionaries are from.

Mission **Programs of sharing the love of Jesus through good
medical care.
Home Mission **Men and women who are neither priests or religious but

who are professional missionaries.

Lay Missionaries **Missionary projects that are outside the land the
missionaries come from.

Medical Missions ** Another word for sharing the good news.

Heidi Epp, Diocese of Prince Albert Liturgy Office; phone 1(306)922-4747 ext 231 or email: liturgy@padiocese.ca
**To download extra copies to share with others please go to the liturgy page of the diocesan website:

under the ‘Annual Liturgy Package’ Tab
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| Calendae
btV 4 Monday
APRIL 20
A friend of mine always makes such a big deal of Easter Weekday
the time after Easter. What is this Easter season A"j: ;:3531
all about? '
Tuesday
hese days and weeks after Easter are indeed significant. We Christians APRIL 21
are an Easter people. The resurrection is the cornerstone of our faith. Easter Weekday
Without the belief that Christ conquered death and our hope that we will Acts 4:32-37
share in that same victory over the grave, our faith is pointless. We celebrate Jn 37b-15
with great fanfare that we are a redeemed people in Jesus Christ. Waednesday
Every year our forty-day Lenten APRIL 22
preparation of fasting and penance leads Easter Weekday
: ; Acts 5:17-26
us to the feasting and joy of the fifty days In 316-21
of Easter. This unbelievable news that the '
risen Christ is in our midst draws us into Thursday
a festival that cannot be contained in a Ea s‘:et Tlllll-eiiday
single day. “The fifty days from Sunday Acts 5:27-33
of the Resurrection to Pentecost Sunday Jn 3:31-36
are celebrated in joy and exultation as one i
feast day, indeed as one ‘great Sunday’” Friday
(The Roman Missal, “Universal Norms on it
. . Faster Weekday
the Liturgical Year and Calendar,” 22). Acts 5:34-42
Part of the challenge of Easter is learning Jn 6:1-15
again how to celebrate a fifty-day feast. Most Catholics do not think of Easter Saturda
as an extended feast. We tend to see Easter, the ascension, and Pentecost as :PI:IL 25y
three separate, independent feast days, each with its own themes. The truth St. Mark,
of the matter is that they are all part and parcel of the other, intertwined and Evangelist
borne of the same glorious fact of Christ’s resurrection. This is a perfect time 1 Pt 5:5b-14
to remind ourselves of that joyous and significant connection. Mk 16:15-20
—Fr. Joseph Ring Sunday
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org APRIL 26
Third Sunday
of Easter
WORD FROM 7)‘,1/](3 ;’C{{{![(v{:g Acts 2:14, 22-33
1 Pt 1:17-21
To us also, on this Sunday, which St. John Paul Il wished Lk 24:13-35
to dedicate to divine mercy, the Lord shows us, through
the Gospel, his wounds. They are wounds of mercy....
Jesus invites us to behold these wounds, to touch them as
Thomas did, to heal our lack of belief. Above all, he invites
us to enter into the mystery of these wounds, which is the
mystery of his merciful love.
—HOMILY, APRIL 12, 2015
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