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Next issue’s contents:
Luke 14:7-11: The Parable of the humbled guest; getting to know a catholic devotion; Bible 
Study, resources for faith formation, and much more...

Editors:
Sr. Mariette Bilodeau (SK, Canada), Matthew Allen Newland, PhD (QC, Canada),
Fr. Millan Sajonas (SK, Canada), and Fr. Maurice Fiolleau. (SK, Canada).

Fr. Millan Sajonas
Parish Priest of 

St. Louis in St. Louis, Ste Jeanne 
D’Arc in Domremy, & 
St. Anne in Birch Hills

Contact Number 306-422-8531
Address: P.O. Box 87, St. Louis, 

SK, S0J 2C0
      Email: bmjs1981@gmail.com
       

Suggested Materials: 
(1) No Turning Back: Teenage Rebel to Catholic Priest 
(Audio) by Fr. Donald Calloway; 
(2) The Treasure of our Soul (Audio) by Dr. Scott Han; 
(3) Peace on Earth (Encyclical) by St. John Paul II; 
(4) The House of the Lord: A Catholic Biblical Theology of 
God’s Temple in the Old and New Testaments (Book) 
by Dr. Stephen C. Smith. 
For more resources visit www.bmjsajonas.com

Pilgrimages: If you are interested in the near future to join a pilgrimage, 
you can email Fr. Bernabe Millan Sajonas to inquire. You can also check the 
upcoming activities of Fr. Millan at https://www.bmjsajonas.com/upcoming-
activities Let us continue to pray for one another! God bless you!

Adult and Family Faith Formation: For online resources, please visit https://
www.bmjsajonas.com/adult-faith-formation 

Appreciation	and	Wonderful	Learning	Experience

Being	 the	 Adult	 and	 Family	 Faith	 Formation	 Director	 of	 the	
Diocese	 of	 Prince	 Albert	 for	 three	 years	 has	 been	 a	 good	 learning	
experience	 for	 me	 and	 the	 whole	 Adult	 and	 Family	 Faith	 Formation	
Commission.	 I	would	 like	 to	 thank	Bishop	Albert	Thevenot,	M.Afr.,	our	
bishop,	 and	 Fr.	 Maurice	 Fiolleau,	 our	 vicar-general	 for	 their	 help	 and	
guidance.	 I	would	also	 like	 to	 express	my	heartfelt	 gratitude	 to	all	 the	
members	of	the	commission	and	volunteers	for	their	help	over	the	past	
three	 years.	 Our	 activities,	 gatherings,	 and	 meetings	 have	 been	 good,	
fun,	 and	 faith-Filled.	 Thank	 you	 for	 your	 support,	 suggestions,	 and	
tireless	 efforts	 in	materializing	 our	 events	 and	plans.	Gratitude	 is	 also	
due	to	the	editors	of	the	Adult	and	Family	Faith	Formation	Commission	
newsletter	 who	 have	 patiently	 and	 faithfully	 corrected	 the	 monthly	
newsletter.		Merci!	Thank	you	to	all	supporters!

After	 the	 August	 2020	 issue	 of	 AFFFC/IMDVS	 newsletter,	 I	 will	
continue	 to	 write	 a	 newsletter,	 but	 it	 will	 only	 be	 known	 as	 “IMDVS	
newsletter”;	 it	will	 no	 longer	 be	 a	 diocesan	 newsletter.	Moreover,	 the	
future	 issues	 of	 IMDVS	will	 be	posted	on	my	website	 bmjsajonas.com,	
and	will	no	longer	be	attached	to	the	ofFice	of	Adult	Faith	Formation	of	
the	Diocese	of	Prince	Albert.	

Please	pray	for	me	as	I	begin	my	new	assignment	as	parish	priest	
of	St.	Louis	in	St.	Louis,	St.	Anne	in	Birch	Hills,	and	Ste.	Jeanne	D’Arc	in	
Domremy.	Rest	assured	that	you	are	all	in	my	prayers	and	petitions.	We	
continue	to	learn	our	faith,	exploring	the	depths,	richness,	and	beauty	of	
our	 Catholic	 teachings,	 Sacred	 Scripture,	 and	 Sacred	 Tradition.	 In	
Ministerio	Dei	et	Verbi	Sui!

In	Christ,

Rev.	Fr.	Bernabe	Millan	J.	Sajonas

Some Catholic Prayers for Families to Recite 
1. Rosary
2. The Angelus
3. The Divine Mercy Novena
4. Novena to Our Mother of Perpetual Help
5. Novena to the Holy Spirit
6. Novena to the Sacred Heart of Jesus
7. The Chaplet of Divine Mercy
8. 40 Days at the Foot of the Cross
9. Litany of Humility
10. Litany to Christ the King



Church	of	the	Assumption,	St.	Walburg
With	 the	 arrival	 of	 the	 railroad	 in	 1921,	 many	 changes	 took	 place	 in	 the	 area	 of	 St.	

Walburg.	 A	 town	 site	 was	 established	 on	 S.E.	 ¼	 of	 5-T	 54-R	 22	 –	 Wrd	 M.	 This	 brought	 the	
transfer	of	the	site	of	the	old	St.	Walburg	to	the	head	of	the	railway.

In	1922	Fr.	H.	Hermes,	O.M.I.,	was	appointed	pastor	of	St.	Walburg.	His	mandate	was	to	
develop	and	centralize	the	church	life	in	this	large	area.	Until	that	time,	Ste.	Marguerite	Church	
located	a	few	miles	to	the	southwest,	had	been	the	centre	for	the	Catholic	faith	in	the	area.	The	
trustees	from	Ste.	Marguerite	had	planned	to	renovate	their	church,	but	in	1923,	it	was	decided	
to	 construct	 a	new	building	 in	 the	new	 town	site	of	 St.	Walburg.	Lumber	 that	was	already	on	
hand	at	Ste.	Marguerite	was	used	to	begin	a	building	in	town.	By	December	of	1924,	the	shell	of	
the	new	building	was	up,	and	the	First	mass	was	celebrated	in	it	at	Christmas.	The	church	was	
called	the	Church	of	the	Assumption.	In	March	1926,	the	parish	was	included	in	the	organization	
of	St.	Mary’s	Province;	this	meant	that	the	church	was	under	the	direction	of	the	Oblates	of	St.	
Mary’s	Province.	A	rectory	was	built	and	attached	to	the	church	and	the	parish	hall,	forming	one	
unique	structure.

St.	 Walburg	 is	 the	 offspring	 of	 a	 number	 of	 pioneer	 settlements	 in	 the	 area.	 The	
forebears	were	 the	 churches	 of	 St.	Walburg,	 Ste.	Marguerite,	 Charlotte,	 Bright	 Sand,	Kilronan,	
and	St.	John.	Fr.	H.	Hermes,	O.M.I.,	was	given	the	task	of	centralizing	all	the	surrounding	districts.	
The	 changes	 that	 were	 anticipated	 did	 not	 come	 about	 without	 opposition.	 The	 Catholic	
communities	in	the	area	were	deeply	affected.	They	didn’t	want	to	change	their	identity.	Change,	
however,	was	inevitable,	and	some	bitterness	and	resentment	unfortunately	followed	its	wake,	
as	usually	happens	in	times	of	reorganization.

In	1935,	Count	Berthold	Imhoff,	a	pioneer	of	the	Ste.	Marguerite	district,	painted	some	
beautiful	oil	paintings	for	the	church.	These	still	add	their	touch	of	artistic	grace	to	the	building	
today.	By	1939	the	population	of	the	area	was	increasing,	both	in	town	and	in	the	surrounding	
districts.	An	assistant	pastor	was	needed	and	Fr.	A.	Riffel,	O.M.I.,	came	to	St.	Walburg.	He	was	to	
remain	until	1950,	and	his	task	was	to	look	after	the	missions.	

In	1942,	 the	growth	of	 the	Catholic	population	warranted	a	second	assistant	pastor	 in	
the	person	of	Fr.	T.	Riffel.	During	Fr.	T.	Riffel’s	tenure,	a	separate	school	district	was	formed	in	St.	
Walburg.	The	Ursuline	Sisters	from	Prelate	came	to	the	school	system	from	1944-1945.

By	 1943,	 Fr.	 Hermes’	 health	 had	 started	 to	 deteriorate.	 He	 had	 been	 pastor	 of	 St.	
Walburg	since	1922.	Fr.	T.	Riffel	 took	over	more	of	 the	pastoral	duties	 from	the	ailing	pastor.	
The	demise	of	Fr.	Hermes	in	July	1946	was	a	sad	time	for	all	his	parishioners,	as	well	as	for	the	
whole	area.	The	good	pastor	had	been	looking	after	the	spiritual	welfare	of	the	Catholics	of	St.	
Walburg	for	more	than	twenty-three	years.

In	 1976	 Fr.	 J.	 Hermann	 became	 pastor	 of	 the	 Church	 of	 the	 Assumption.	 During	 his	
tenure	a	grotto	was	built	behind	the	church,	with	a	shrine	dedicated	to	“Our	Lady	of	Lourdes.”	
Every	year,	on	August	15,	an	annual	pilgrimage	takes	place	at	this	shrine.	The	statue	of	Our	Lady	
of	Lourdes	was	donated	to	the	church	by	Mrs.	M.	Larre,	mother	of	Fr.	L.	Larre,	who	was	ordained	
on	September	29,	1958.	This	statue,	which	had	been	placed	in	the	trees	near	the	rectory,	now	
graces	the	shrine.

In	August	1983,	Bishop	Blaise	Morand	turned	the	sod	for	a	new	church	which	was	built	
between	 the	 old	 church	 and	 the	 parish	 hall.	 Plans	 went	 ahead	 quickly	 and	 work	 on	 the	 site	
started	 in	 early	 September	 1983.	 In	 May	 1984,	 Bishop	 Morand	 offered	 the	 First	 mass	 in	 the	
church	 and	 blessed	 the	 new	 building.	 It	 was	 a	 great	 day	 for	 the	 proud	 parishioners,	 visiting	
clergy	 and	 visitors	 from	 other	 neighbouring	 parishes.	 (Souce:	 Lavigne,	 S.	Kaleidoscope:	Many	
Cultures	-	One	Faith,	St.	Peter’s	Press,	Muenster,	Saskatchewan,	1990,	p.	275-277)

																					Matthew	13:44-46:	The	Parable	of	the	Hidden	Treasure
																																															By	Fr.	Bernabe	Millan	Sajonas

The	kingdom	of	heaven	is	compared	to	a	hidden	treasure	and	a	search	
for	Fine	pearls.	God’s	kingdom	is	his	gift	to	all.	 It	demands	a	way	of	 living,	a	
life-long	 call	 to	 conversion	 and	 transformation.	 As	 such,	 there	 is	 a	 need	 of	
openness	 to	 God’s	 kingdom,	 being	 receptive	 to	 it,	 and	 active	 participation.	
We	may	say	that	the	kingdom	of	heaven	is	a	search	and	at	 the	same	time	a	
continuous	response	to	live	in	its	demands	and	ways.	

In	the	two	parables,	attentiveness	or	alertness	is	a	necessary	character	
trait,	in	order	for	us	to	discern	and	to	Find	the	kingdom	of	heaven.	It	helps	us	
to	recognize	the	kingdom,	which	reveals	itself	in	the	different	circumstances	
of	life,	in	the	ordinary	events,	and	not	only	in	extraordinary	situations.	Being	
attentive	to	its	many	signs	will	enable	each	of	us	to	react	accordingly,	and	not	
to	miss	 its	 opportunities	 for	 these	 are	 the	 times	 that	God	 comes	 to	 us	 and	
invites	us	in	his	grace	to	witness.

Now,	 it	must	be	said	 that	 the	kingdom	of	heaven	demands	sacriFices.	
Like	 the	one	 Finding	the	hidden	treasure	 in	 the	 Field,	and	the	one	searching	
for	a	pearl	of	great	value,	who	are	both	willing	to	sell	everything	they	own	in	
order	 to	 acquire	 the	 hidden	 treasure	 and	 the	 Fine	 pearl.	 God’s	 kingdom	
demands	 a	 radical	 transformation	 and	 change.	 It	 is	 a	 constant	 afFirmation	
and	endeavor	to	live	its	standards	and	values.

However,	 we	 must	 also	 remember	 that	 God	 freely	 gives	 us	 the	
kingdom	of	heaven,	 its	 joy,	 its	 rewards,	 and	 its	 signiFicance.	We	need	 to	be	
attentive	to	the	many	ways	God’s	kingdom	manifests	itself	to	us	in	our	day-
to-day	 lives.	 As	 it	 is	 a	 free	 gift,	 our	 answer	 to	 it	 is	 one	 of	 gratitude	 and	 of	
contentment.	Our	thankfulness	is	expressed	by	our	efforts,	our	perseverance	
in	living	in	the	ways	of	the	kingdom	of	heaven,	and	our	recognition	that	it	is	
truly	a	 treasure	and	a	 Fine	pearl,	worthy	of	everything	that	we	have	and	all	
that	we	are.
ReIlection	Questions

1. What	are	the	ways	that	God’s	kingdom	reveals	itself	to	you?
2. How	 do	 you	 remain	 vigilant	 to	 the	 kingdom	 of	 heaven,	 so	 as	 not	 to	

miss	the	times	that	it	manifests	itself	to	you?
3. What	do	you	think	are	the	demands	of	God’s	kingdom	in	your	life?
4. Are	 you	 grateful	 for	 the	 gift	 of	 the	 kingdom	of	 heaven?	How	do	 you	

show	your	gratitude?
5. How	do	you	help	others	to	Find	the	treasure	of	the	kingdom	of	heaven?


