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Luke 11:5-13: The Parable of the Persistent Friend
By Fr. Bernabe Millan Sajonas

In reply to the disciples’ request to teach them how to pray, Jesus teaches them the 
prayer ‘Our Father.’ With it, Jesus reminds the disciples the importance of perseverance 
in prayer in the parable of the persistent friend. God’s fatherly love cannot be compared 
just to a friend giving in to a persistent request or with a father who provides for his child. 
The heavenly Father offers more than these worldly needs of giving or providing. It is an 
encouragement as to how God listens to our prayers. To ask, to search, and to knock 
prayerfully beseeching the Lord is always beneficial for us. God is the heavenly Father 
and his providential care knows no bound. The greatest answer to our prayers is the gift 
of the Holy Spirit, the Advocate. 

We are at the crossroads of an extraordinary occurrence in the world due to the 
Coronavirus pandemic. There is a disruption in the day-to-day circumstances of life. We 
see people sick. We hear people losing their livelihood. There are people dying. We are 
homebound, isolated or quarantined. Country borders are closing and businesses shutting 
down. This is a time of great upheaval in the world. Prayer is ever more needed. Let us 
storm the heavens with our prayers and petitions. Let us invoke the saints and the souls in 
purgatory to pray for us. When individuals and families are confined at homes, these are 
moments given to us to realize the significance of prayer in our lives. Families are 
challenged to reclaim the role of parents as the first teachers of their child or children on 
how to pray and live their faith. Individuals are called to prayerful devotions and a 
deepening relationship with God. This is a time for examination and discernment of what 
we cannot control. Worldly things and pursuits are senseless, which make us reflect on 
what is really important in life. Prayer will help us to understand and to entrust ourselves 
in God’s hands. The prayer ‘Our Father’ reveals to us what we really need and what we 
ought to do. It is to glorify and to worship God. It is to ask him what we need for 
sustenance. It is to ask him to forgive our sins and to know also how to forgive others. It 
is to be delivered from the times of trial. It is a simple prayer like that of a child. As 
children of God, we look upon our heavenly Father for help through the aid of the Holy 
Spirit.

Therefore, let us persevere in prayer. Do not lose hope and trust in the Lord. He 
has already given us the great gift of the Holy Spirit. In turn, the Advocate gifts us with 
wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety, and fear of the Lord. These 
are gifts for witnessing and for bringing life. (Continued on Page 2)

(Continued from Page 3) In 1962, an iron cross was erected in the 
cemetery, replacing the wooden structure that had served over the 
years. The building of the present St. Dominic’s Church was begun 
in September 1983 under the guidance of Father R. Van Vynckt. The 
Church was finished in December of the same year and dedicated by 
His Excellency Bishop Blaise Morand on June 8, 1984.

On the occasion of their 75th anniversary in 1987, Bishop 
Morand praised the parishioners of St. Dominic for their beautiful 
church and the newly installed stained glass windows. He also 
praised the choir for its excellent singing. The bishop blessed the 
plaque commemorating the opening of the new church in 1984.

Through all the years of the life of St. Dominic’s parish, 
there have been many organizations that helped foster the spiritual 
and temporal needs of the church community. From the early years 
the women were doing everything that could be done to raise money 
for the erection of a church. Around 1918, and until 1930, an 
organization of women was formed called ‘the Ladies Aid.’ The 
organization worked for both the Catholic and the Anglican 
Churches of the area. All funds raised were divided between the two 
churches.

In 1949, the Altar society was organized and was later to 
become a council of the Catholic Women’s League. In 1962, the 
sub-council of the Knights of Columbus of Hudson Bay was formed. 
The Knights are largely responsible for the book commemorating the 
50th anniversary of St. Dominic’s Church, which took place in 1963. 
Many of the celebrations at that occasion had also been put under the 
patronage of Knights. Three parishioners of Hudson Bay have 
entered the religious life. Sister Madeline Boyet – Holy Names of 
Jesus and Mary, 1953; Sister Marcella Alain – Sisters of Charity of 
Evron, 1959; Sister Therese Ricard – Sisters of Charity of Evron, 
1951. (Source: Lavigne, S. Kaleidoscope: Many Cultures – One 
Faith, St. Peter’s Press, Muenster, Saskatchewan, 1990, p. 224-227)



Are you interested to join a Pilgrimage to the Holy Land?
There is a pilgrimage going to the Holy Land from January 12 to 20, 

2021. It is organized by Fr. Millan Sajonas and Biyaheng Kapamilya sa Holy 
Land. The theme is “A Pilgrimage to the Holy Land: I rejoiced when I 

heard them say
 ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 

For further details, visit www.kapamilyaholyland.com or https://
www.bmjsajonas.com/upcoming-activities or call Fr. Millan at 306-763-5677/ 

email: bmjs1981@gmail.com

Family Circles - Faith, Prayer, Life & Charity
The Adult & Family Faith Formation Commission has organized a 

diocesan-wide advancement of family faith formation. Family Circles 
Program is a Roman Catholic-based faith catechesis exploring the 
fundamentals of Catholicism and the promotion of devotions. It aims to 
connect families through prayers and family time activities. It also 
endeavors to unite families to concretize belief through charitable 
outreach.

Families interested in joining or knowing more about this initiative 
may contact the Adult Faith Formation Commission or email 
bmjs1981@gmail.com or call 306-763-5677. In view of the health crisis, 
our gathering has been temporarily cancelled until further notice. 

(Continued from Page 1) We see and hear signs of hope. There are people healed. 
Extraordinary men and women offer their services and even their lives. There are people 
who do not stop providing our basic necessities of food, order, and safety. Moreover, our 
Holy Mother, the Church continues to instruct and to guide us to remain steadfast in faith. 
The Holy Spirit has been poured out to the Church. When we pray as one family, the 
heavenly Father is attentive to our supplications.
Reflection Questions

1. What are your thoughts in the current crisis in the world? 
2. How are you affected by the unfolding events?
3. As an individual or a family, what are you doing to keep occupied? 
4. Do you find support with your relatives, friends, community, or Church? If yes, 

How? 
5.  During this time, how is your prayer life? What are the things that you are doing to 

grow in your faith?

St. Dominic, Hudson Bay

Father A. Lajeunesse, O.M.I was the first missionary to visit Hudson Bay in 1903. At that 
time the area was known as Etoimami, a Cree word meaning, “Where Three Rivers Meet.” Father 
Lajeunesse journeyed from Prince Albert on a C.N.R. engine because there was no regular train 
service at that time. It took him two days to make the trip. The missionary had come primarily to 
administer the last rites to a dying Catholic. While he was in Etoimami, he celebrated mass there 
for the first time. Shortly after 1906, the name of the settlement was changed to Hudson Bay 
Junction, indicating its importance as a railway centre and the gateway to the Bay. 

Father Pascal, O.M.I looked after the mission from 1908 to 1911. In those days mass was 
often celebrated in private homes. One example was the mass celebrated in Louis Veillard’s 
home when there were 90 communicants. The assembly extended through all the rooms of the 
house.

Mr. and Mrs. Marcotte were the owners of the Hudson Bay Hotel. They hosted the early 
missionaries when they came to minister in the area from 1913-1917. This generous couple 
requested and received a grant from the hamlet of six town lots on which the present church and 
rectory now stand. In 1913, Father J.M. Drapeau, who cared for the mission until 1916, built the 
first church. It was a small wooden church that would be used for the next seventy years. In 1983, 
this church was moved to its present site in the Hudson Bay Heritage Park. 

From 1916 to 1920, the Oblate Fathers of the Vicariate of Keewatin, with Msgr. 
Charlebois as their bishop, took over the spiritual care of Hudson Bay. Bishop Charlebois is to be 
commended for the help and spiritual care of the Catholics of Hudson Bay at a time when his own 
territory was large and rugged. He had accepted this charge from Bishop Pascal on account of a 
shortage of priests in the Diocese of Prince Albert. Bishop Charlebois came himself or sent 
missionaries whenever he could, taking pity on the isolation of these people settled so far from 
any church. During the 1918 flu epidemic, it is reported that the good bishop walked to a distant 
farm home during the night, between trains, to visit five flu victims. In 1920, the mission was 
taken over by Father Perreault who resided in Star City. 

The Dominican Fathers, with their headquarters at Melfort, took over the mission in 
1922. Father Daigle, O.P. was the priest in charge. He had a foundation put under the existing 
church, added a choir loft, and finished the exterior. That same year His Excellency Bishop 
Pru’Dhomme blessed the church and dedicated it to the honor of St. Dominic, the founder of the 
Dominican Order. Later on when the Dominican Fathers were moved to Prince Albert, another 
congregation, the Priests of Ste. Marie de Tinchebray, came from Alberta to establish their order 
in Tisdale. They took over the administration of Hudson Bay and the adjoining mission. 

In 1932, land south of town was acquired and the Catholic cemetery, which is shared by 
both St. Dominic’s Roman Catholic Church and Holy Eucharist Greek Catholic Church, was laid 
out. From the beginning of the mission, there have been generous benefactors. A statue of St. 
Dominic was given by the Dominican Fathers of Lewiston, Maine, U.S.A. In 1930, a bell was 
donated by Mr. Cameron, who farmed in the Etoimami district at that time. A rare and old 
sanctuary lamp, made entirely by hand of copper, was also a gift sent from the parish of St. 
Columban in Savoie, France. Several colored vestments were brought from Rome by Bishop 
Guy, O.M.I. Other missionaries also sent beautiful articles. The rectory was built in 1937, and 
Father E. Desmond, P.S.M., became the first resident priest of Hudson Bay.                  
(Continued on Page 4)


